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After the Presentation  

Email → Evaluation Form, Certificate of 
Completion, Recording, & Copy of 
Slides.
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Pre-Approved Continuing Education 
Accreditations 

Attorneys →  AL, FL, KY, OH, MS, NE, TX, 
WA, WV

Law Enforcement → OK
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Crime Scene 

● How Good Reports Can Help “Future You”

Good reports are the ultimate (and sometimes only) 
memory aids when preparing to testify. 

Bad reports are confusing and give the defense ammo 
on cross.

Keep reports simple, straightforward, and clear.

Rutledge, D., California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training, It's Easy To Write Better 
Police Reports (www.ojp.gov)



“I detected the smell of 
marijuana.”

 “I smelled marijuana.”
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Crime Scene 

● How Good Reports Can Help “Future You”



“Doe” “She”

 

    “Driver, Passenger, 
Suspect 1, Suspect 2, F/L 

Names”
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Crime Scene 

● How Good Reports Can Help “Future You”
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Crime Scene 

● Capturing Details without Sacrificing Simplicity or Time

Details aid in corroborating evidence/testimony.

Details could help establish patterns, other bad acts, or 
identity of serial/repeat offenders. 
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Crime Scene 

● Capturing Details without Sacrificing Simplicity or Time

“..causing her nose to 
bleed.”

 

 “..causing her nose to 
bleed. I observed dried 

blood   
in the corners of her nose.”
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Crime Scene 

● Capturing Details without Sacrificing Simplicity or Time

“..blade..”

 

“..held a pink pocket 
knife.” 
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CODE: 
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Court Preparation

● Communication

Share contact information with each other.

Notify LEOs (and other key witnesses) of the trial date 
ASAP and keep them in the loop.  

Set up an in-person meeting closer to trial. 
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Court Preparation

● Communication
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Court Preparation

● Court Prep with Prosecutor 

Come prepared and be respectful of each other’s time. 

Walk through the incident in question, but do not 
“rehearse.” 

Review exhibits to be admitted and possible predicate 
questions. 

Work out logistics (date/time, on call, subpoenas, etc.) 
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Witness Stand 

● Direct Examination

Direct examination of LEO is done by the state (99% of 
the time). 

Open Ended Questions → Who? What? How? When? 

Common Questions: Background, Jurisdiction, 
Identification
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Witness Stand 

● Direct Examination
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Witness Stand 

● Cross Examination
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Witness Stand 

● Cross Examination

Cross examination of LEO is done by the defense (99% 
of the time). 

Leading Questions → Yes or No Answers 

Defense Goals: Annoy, Fluster, Force Concessions, 
Attack Credibility, Create a Reasonable Doubt  

Prosecutor will object if/when necessary. Stop talking 
and wait for the Judge to rule on the objection. 
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Witness Stand

Do’s

Good Posture, Be Attentive 

White/Blue Button Down or Agency 
Polo

Speak Clearly 

Look at the Jury 

Stick to the Facts 

Only Answer the Question Asked 

Remember to Breathe

Don’ts

Argue with the Defense

Answer a Question You Don’t 
Understand

Be Afraid to Say You Don’t Remember 

Look at the Prosecutor for an Answer  

Wear Firearm (if possible) 

Chew Gum 

Fail to Appear 
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Reminders

Email → Evaluation Form, Certificate of 
Completion, Recording, & Copy of Slides.

Attorneys →  AL, FL, KY, OH, MS, NE, TX, WA, WV

Law Enforcement → OK
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In the Hot Seat: 
Preparing Law Enforcement for Trial Testimony 


